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Today, social inequalities and the lack of spatial justice are the main factors behind urban
community crises. These inequalities, compounded with a lack of a coherent program for a
growing role of resiliency among residents of various urban areas, have aggravated the above-
mentioned crises. The goal of this study was then to evaluate the resiliency of urban
neighborhoods using the spatial justice approach in Bandar-e Imam Khomeyni. The study fell
under applied research and the methodology was survey-evaluative using a questionnaire. The
statistical population of the study consisted of the residents of 23 neighborhoods of Bandar-e
Imam Khomeyni, with the sample size being 429 people. To investigate the normality of the
data, the Kolmogorov-Smirnov Test, to confirm the volume of the selected sample, the KMO
index, and Bartlett’s Test, and to weigh and rank the variables, the fuzzy AHP technique was
used. Using the fuzzy AHP technique for the following four indicators, findings showed that the
economic indicator (weight of 0.2906), the infrastructure-physical indicator (weight of 0.2782),
the environmental indicator (0.2245), and the social-institutional indicator (weight of 0.2066)
ranked first to fourth, respectively. Also, the Phase One Neighborhood of Northern Mofatteh
(score of 0.979) and the Sabbaghan Neighborhood (Camp B; score of 0.591) ranked first to last
from the resiliency point of view, among the 23 neighborhoods of Bandar-e Imam Khomeyni.
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Introduction

Besides meeting current citizens’ needs, urban planners are faced with a larger challenge, i.e., meeting the safety and
security of urban residents, which should be tackled by adopting special measures. This denotes promoting urban
capacity, flexibility, or resiliency. On the other hand, services and facilities in cities are opportunities that should be
fairly distributed to establish social, economic, and spatial justice in urban areas. The inappropriate distribution of
services not only causes imbalance and disrupts the population but also shapes urban spaces that are incongruous with
social and economic justice. These inequalities and imbalances in cities are natural and it’s difficult to eliminate them,
if not impossible. It is however possible to minimize them. Urban land uses and services, among others, are the
effective factors that may establish spatial justice among neighbors.

Purpose

Today, social inequalities and the lack of spatial justice are the main factors behind urban community crises. These
inequalities, compounded with a lack of a coherent program for a growing role of resiliency among residents of
various urban areas, have aggravated the above-mentioned crises. The goal of this study was then to evaluate the
resiliency of urban neighborhoods using the spatial justice approach in Bandar-e Imam Khomeyni.

Methodology

The study fell under applied research and the methodology was survey-evaluative using a questionnaire. The statistical
population of the study consisted of the residents of 23 neighborhoods of Bandar-e Imam Khomeyni, with the sample
size being 429 people. To investigate the normality of the data, the Kolmogorov-Smirnov Test, to confirm the volume
of the selected sample, the KMO index, and Bartlett’s Test, and to weigh and rank the variables, the fuzzy AHP
technique was used.

Results and discussion

The high population density, the shortage of vacant spaces, the weak and ineffective linking network, and most
importantly incoherent planning, have caused neighborhoods of urban spaces in Bandar-e Imam Khomeyni to grow
and expand in an uncontrolled and unsystematic way, which engender them to be undesirably compatible. This has
eliminated the spatial justice principle and caused unequal utilization of urban spaces, and reduced comfort, efficiency,
health, and safety while minimizing the resiliency of the urban population.

Conclusion

Using the fuzzy AHP technique for the following four indicators, findings showed that the economic indicator (weight
of 0.2906), the infrastructure-physical indicator (weight of 0.2782), the environmental indicator (0.2245), and the
social-institutional indicator (weight of 0.2066) ranked first to fourth, respectively. Also, the Phase One Neighborhood
of Northern Mofatteh (score of 0.979) and the Sabbaghan Neighborhood (Camp B; score of 0.591) ranked first to last
from the resiliency point of view, among the 23 neighborhoods of Bandar-e Imam Khomeyni.
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Figure 1. The main components of the resilient city
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Figure 2. The location of Imam Khomeini Port
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Table 1. Selected Component and Sub-Components of Resilience in Research
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Table 6. The Results of the Kolmogorov-Smirnov Test for Dimensions of Resilience
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Table 7. The Results of KMO and Bartlett Test of Research Variables
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Table 8. The Results of a Sample T-test in Examining the State of the Four Dimensions of Resilience
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Chart 1. The Degree of Resilience of the Neighborhoods Targeted by the Research in Four Dimensions
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